rally bestowed on the patients; and the answers given to these inquiries disclosed facts that appeared to the Commissioners to deserve a more minute scrutiny.
It will be in your recollection that our application to you for an order to visit this hospital, was founded mainly on the case of Miss A. M., respecting which information had been laid before us, together with certain matters of complaint, into the accuracy of which, as a board superintending the general treatment of lunatic patients in England, we felt it to be our duty to inquire. Subsequently to the visit made on the 7th of July, it became known that an inquiry was pending before this Board into some matters connected with Bethlem Hospital, and thereupon certain evidence was volunteered to be laid before us, which we did not think it right to reject; the more especially as it appeared to bear materially on the general object of our inquiry.
We therefore, at different times, summoned before us and examined various witnesses, and required the production of several documents, tending to show, not only the special treatment adopted in reference to particular patients, but also the character of the general arrangement and supervision of the hospital, in which the treatment of the cases brought especially under our cognizance was immediately or indirectly involved.
It is right to state that every facility was afforded by the governors of Bethlem Hospital, to enable us to pursue our inquiries.
Before submitting the result of our inquiry, it will be convenient to advert to the leading characteristics of the institution.
The net income of the estate applicable to the purposes of the charity appears from the general account of 1850-51 to be 17,400/. per annum, which is exclusive of about 3,000/. per annum paid by Government for the maintenance and care of criminal patients, making a total income of about 20,400/.
The hospital is united with the hospital of Bridewell, both of which, with their revenues, were granted to the Corporation of the City of London, and are now nominally under the general direction of a body of governors at present exceeding 300 in number. Out of this general body is formed a managing committee, consisting (besides the president and treasurer) of fortytwo governors, and this committee subdivides itself into various sub-committees. Amongst others, a sub-committee of seven members is summoned by rotation to attend weekly at Bethlem Hospital. This sub-committee, how- ever, is open to the whole body of governors.
It is customary for four, five, or six governors to attend the meeting of the Bethlem sub-committee, the duties of which are to determine on the admission and discharge of patients; " to examine those in the houseto audit bills, &c.; and for general purposes. Sometimes it is said that the treasurer, who, in the absence of the president, is the standing chairman, is alone present, and constitutes in his own person this sub-committee. The sub-committee go through the wards of the hospital once a month, but never at night.
The sub-committee report to the general committee of forty-two governors, who meet at Bridewell, and by whom the proceedings of the sub-committee are required to be confirmed.
The principal officers are the president, the treasurer (who ranks next to the president), two visiting physicians, one consulting surgeon, the resident apothecary, a steward, a matron, and various subordinate officers.
The treasurer is a responsible officer, to whom the execution of various important duties is committed. In consideration of his services to the institution and to the Bridewell Hospital, he has the free use of a furnished house at Bridewell, in which he resides. His powers appear to be very extensive.
His duties, as stated by himself, are to superintend the affairs of the hospital, " both as to its attendants and details." He has no power, however, he states, to interfere with the medical officers, or matron, except as an individual member of the board, or to rescind any of the existing rules. Nevertheless, he says that in a case of emergency he takes upon himself to rescind a rule, reporting such interference on his part immediately to the committee. On one occasion, indeed, he seems to have assigned to the matron, in our opinion very injudiciously, the very important power of classifying, employing, and generally ot' managing and arranging the female patients, without reporting such alteration to the committee, or obtaining their sanction thereto.
The treasurer generally presides at the weekly meetings, when reports from the steward and medical officers are submitted to the board, and the case-book (so far only as relates to patients who are from time to time discharged) is laid before, and signed by him. The hiring and discharge of attendants also rest with him.
In the case of hiring male attendants and servants, he acts on the recommendation of the resident apothecary and steward respectively, and on hiring female attendants, on the recommendation of the matron.
His power of dismissal appears to be absolute. The 
